220   DR. BARNARDO:  PHYSICIAN, PIONEER, PROPHET
His name. I have tried to point out to thousands who, so far as active
stewardship is concerned, are almost cumberers of the ground, that
their responsibility to evangelize the masses, to rescue the perishing,
to deliver homeless and suffering children from the power of the
destroyer, cannot be set aside by giving an opiate to the conscience, and
that a literal obedience to His command, who said, 'Suffer the children
to come unto Me', is the bounden duty of all Christians. So, far from feeling
that such 'appeals' as mine involve a lack of faith, I never dare issue
one without committing it in believing prayer to God, and waiting upon
Him in daily expectation for results. As regards any loss of dignity in
assuming the role of a beggar, that in itself, even if it existed, would be
to me a very small matter where God's work is concerned. No such
result, however, is really involved, for I consider it to be the distinct
exercise of a Christian ministry of a most important kind, to urge our
Lord's people everywhere to give liberally to His work."
In thus urging Christian people to liberality, Barnardo
could speak from the depths of rich experience. Nearly
seventeen years of service he bestowed upon the Homes
without any pay; and when, finally, owing to financial
embarrassments, he had to accept a salary, the amount was
not half what he could have earned as a medical practitioner.
But another fact enabled him to express himself with
boldness: from the day of his conversion, he laid aside a
fixed proportion of his income for "The Lord's Cause".
With ripening experience, Barnardo's financial outlook
came to square itself with Wesley's famous injunction:
"Make all you can; Save all you can; Give all you can."
For he, like Wesley, came to believe that money honestly
made, honourably saved, and generously given to Christ-
like ends, becomes a veritable sacrament conveying to the
needy the love of God. But, before death, Barnardo would
have gone farther and sanctioned the dictum of William
Booth: "Give me your money and I will cleanse it; I will
wash it in the tears of the fatherless and lay it on the Altars
of Humanity." Thus, with the passing of years, the area
of Barnardo's appeal was substantially enlarged; but, in
conjunction with this fact, it should be remembered that
never—no matter how sore his need—would he issue any
appeal which was not based squarely upon the Christian

